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Frank Gray's House

A roughly constructed frame house which demonstrates that sophistication
and change in building materials and methods is a gradual process. This
clapboard house has what may be properly called a balloon frame, however,
it is comstructed of hewn timbers that suggest an earlier means of framing.
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DESCRIPTION O -\5{

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT ZDETERIQORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

-

Oral .isuvory and Liver Folio snow thut tals as Trank Sray's house.
The main reason for including tne buildin: in the survey is 3o he 1p com: lete
the sense ol community, wnich the several uildin s connected with the Leonard
Lay rarm create, but clso for its abiiity to document a transitionsl period in
Calvert County Architecture.

It can ve seen in the cccou:anying photosraphs that this is a two-story
frame nouse three bays wide, two bays deep, cls pboarded and hoving 2 zable-end
roof. It is the frame which is of the m: st interest. The urban Unites States
beran expe.iencinz the balloon Irame in the iiid MNineteenth Ce .tury, but it
does not ap_ear .n iis true forw in Calvert County, as a posular wode of building
until the late Ninetcenth Century. Exuctly when heavy "post-and-be m'" frames
when they save way to lighter nost-aand-teams and balloon frames is not
definite. 'he, as yet unstudied, history of milled lumber in this =res is no
doubt a2 relevent factor. & su_'estion of what may have transpired is vrovided
Dy the Irame of this house which is a relatively i ht balloon Irame, but
witich is, nevertheles:, made of newn :zieces proczused oy nona in che troditional
manner. ©On the corners, there =zre angle-oraces Jcining uprishits to 2 sill,
4nd yet, these memnbers zre only 3" - 4" in tnickness, and tney are nalled
tozether without mortise-and-tenons having been cut.

Sucn & method demonstrates ot once the zesire Zor linter Zrames vwilch
becones eviient in the late ilinetcenth Century »lus the use of traditionsl
hewn tinbers found in the County's oldest frame siructures

4 technologically "edvanced" ace is coming to Calvert County, which will
marvel at the naivite of sucihi construciion. It reosresents that veriod just
pasted in which we relied primorily on the natursl resources of our irmedizate
environment for our buildin: miterials.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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£} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEOULOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 ZAGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MusiIc —THEATER
800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
~1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

4 roughly cons.ructed Ifrane house wiich lenumstr .uos that soshisticazion
and casnge in obuilainy materiels snd metho.s is = rzdual rocess. Tais
clappoard house has wnal may ve proneriy ealled a balloon Teame, how ver,
it is constructed of hewm timbers thut su -:s5% on ecr_ier means of Iraminz.

[P

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[81F ORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Viayne L. dield II MWindee To-71
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic Sites Surver
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

c¢/o »lannins Office
CITY OR TOWN STATE

Irince Frederick, .o 0678

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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